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SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

— It is proposed to collect the means to honor the memory of 
the late excellent naturalist and scholar, Dr. Hermann Miiller, of 
Lippstadt, Germany, by supporting the widow of the deceased, 
by creating a memorial, and by establishing a foundation, which 
shah bear the name of Miiller Foundation. After the death of 
Professor Miiller's widow, it is proposed that the interest of the 
memorial sum shall be given preferentially to some descendant of 
Professor Miiller who shall devote himself to the study of natural 
philosophy, or else to some other needy and worthy student of 
that science who shall have been educated at the Public School of 
Lippstadt. The realization of these wishes will depend on the 
amount of funds to be collected, which shall be employed accord- 
ing to the final decision of a committee composed of the provis- 
ional one at Lippstadt and twice its number of donors from 
abroad. The committee purposes to send a biography with por- 
trait of the late Miiller to all those who have signified a real inter- 
est in the aforesaid foundation. 

The editors of the American Naturalist very heartily en- 
dorse this appeal, and will take charge of and forward to the 
treasurer of the German committee any subscriptions they may 
receive from the American friends and correspondents of Her- 
mann Miiller. 

— Professor Richard Owen, who is now eighty years old, has 
resigned the superintendency of the Natural History Collections 
of the British Museum at South Kensington. As a tribute to his 
genius and indefatigable scholarship, he has been made a K. C. B. 
Sir Richard Owen is still activein palaeontological and morpho- 
logical studies. Some idea of his industry may be gathered from 
the fact that he published, between 1830 and 1873, no fewer than 
368 papers, the titles of which are given in the Royal Society's 
list, and since then he has contributed several others to the 
Transactions of the Royal and the Geological, Linnsean, and 
Zoological Societies, besides his Comparative Anatomy of Ver- 
tebrates, his Odontology, his Fossil Reptiles, and other works. 

— The Bulletin of the Nuttall Ornithological Club is replaced 
by " The Auk, a Quarterly Journal of Ornithology." Why the 
two first words should be prefixed to what is otherwise a suitable 
title we are at a loss to understand. Of the hundreds of English 
names of birds, the one selected seems to our unaided mental 
vision to be the most unfortunate. A bi-syllabic title of some 
respectable bird still in the land of the living would evince better 
editorial taste. We question whether the bird's name did not 
have something to do with the extinction of the great auk. Bar- 
ring its awkward, gawky cognomen, The Auk comes to us, how- 
ever, as fat and juicy as ever was its prototype — and long may it 
"wobble"! 
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— M. Pasteur has shown that the bacillus of " rouget," as 
found in pigs, can be attenuated by passing it through rabbits. 
The inoculated rabbits are all rendered very ill or die, but pigs 
inoculated with the bacillus, after the virus has been passed 
through a series of rabbits, hive " rouget" in a mild form, and 
enjoy immunity from further attacks. A series of inoculations 
carried through pigeons, on the other hand, increases the viru- 
lence of the disease when a pig is inoculated from the last of the 
pigeons. 

— A change has recently been made in the constitution of the 
Royal Academy of the Lincei, in Rome, by which foreign mem- 
bers of all grades are admitted to an equal dignity with the regu- 
lar members, and be participants in the same rights, and this 
was confirmed by the decree of King Humbert the First, on the 
26th of July, 1883.—^. V.N. 

— Mr. J. Starkie Gardner, of London, is preparing to bring 
with him, next summer, to this country a number of series of Eo- 
cene fossils of England. Each series will consist of twenty-five 
specimens, and each specimen will be seventy or eighty inches in 
superficial area, cleaned and hardened and in a separate case. 
Price .£15. 

— M. Cartailhac has communicated to the French Academy of 
Sciences a description of some old flint mines in Miocene strata, 
near Mur-de-Barrez, Aveyron, which appear to have been worked 
by Neolithic miners. This is stated to be the first discovery of 
prehistoric mines in France. — English Mechanic. 

— We received, December 20, 1883, a general geological map 
of the area explored and mapped by Dr. F. V. Hayden and the 
surveys under his charge from 1869 to 1880. One.can obtain a 
clear idea of the relations of the formations of an area of over 
500,000 square miles in extent. 

— Of the fourteen circumpolar expeditions eleven have safely 
returned. The Russian at the mouth of the Lena, and the Fin- 
nish at Sodankyla, will be continued for another winter, while the 
fate of the American expedition to Lady Franklin bay is un- 
known. 

— We regret to notice the stoppage of Dr. C. F. Lutken's 
popular Danish Journal of Science, the Naturhistorisk Tidsskrift, 
which has been successfully conducted .and well patronized in 
Denmark for nearly twenty years. 

— The excellent German scientific monthly, Cosmos, begins 
January, 1884, in a new form and cover. It proposes more espe- 
cially than heretofore to be an exponent of the doctrines of devel- 
opment. 

— Mr. Romyn Hitchcock announces that the American 
Monthly Microscopical Journal, for 1884, will be published here- 
after by himself, at Washington, D. C. (P. O. box 630.) 
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— Professor Flower is spoken of as the successor of Professor 
Owen as director of the South Kensington Museum, London. 

— Fossil fishes of the Green River shales may be had from S. 
H. Sommers, St. Joseph, Mo. 

— Brig. Gen. Andrew A. Humphreys, U. S. A., retired, died 
suddenly at Washington, D. C., Dec. 28, from an attack of angina 
pectoris. The deceased had a brilliant record, both military and 
civil. At the close of the war he was assigned to duty as chief 
of engineers, which office he filled until June 30, 1879, when he 
was retired at his request. He was a member of various Ameri- 
can and foreign societies. He will be remembered for his work 
in connection with Gen. Abbot in the physics and hydrography 
of the Mississippi river. He was also chief of the surveys for 
the Pacific railroad, finishing his report in 1861. 

— The death is announced of Professor Sven Nilson, the well- 
known Swedish naturalist, at the ripe age of ninety-seven. He 
was born at Landskrona, in March, 1787, and so long ago as 
181 1 obtained the degree of Ph. D. from the University of Lund. 
His magnum opus is the work on the Scandinavian fauna which 
occupied him for more than thirty-three years. His last import- 
ant work was The Primitive Inhabitants of Scandinavia. 

— Professor Wm. Denton, of Wellesley, Mass., recently died 
of fever in New Guinea. His two sons, who were with him, have 
recently returned to this country, bringing with them a large col- 
lection of birds. They state that the natives they met with are 
friendly. 

— As we go to press we hear of the death of Professor Arnold 
Guyot of Princeton, the well known geographer and geolo- 
gist. 

— The death is also announced of Professor Ercolani, of 
Bologna. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

American Philosophical Society, April 20, 1883. — Mr. E. 
W. Claypole read a paper by Professor H. S. Williams, entitled 
" On a Crinoid with movable spines." The same gentleman also 
read a paper making a correction of the geological map of Perry 
county, south of New Bloomfield. At this spot the Lower 
Devonian is faulted down 3500 feet against the Upper Helder- 
berg. 

May 18. — Mr. E. W. Claypole communicated a note "On a 
relic of the native flora of Pennsylvania, surviving in Perry 



